  WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION
SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES OF MEETING:  FEBRUARY 21, 2024


The meeting was called to order by Denise Kowalski, Secretary, at 7:00 p.m.


SAB members in attendance: 
 
	Dana Tucci
	Kerri DiPietro
	Brian DiLuigi
	Jimmy Gaskin
	Lisa Collins
	Mike Makofka
	Dan Woodington
	Council President Anthony DellaPia

Sports representatives in attendance:

	Baseball   -   Sam Scimeca
	Basketball   -   Paul Smith
    	Cheerleading   -   Kristle Christo
	Field Hockey   -   Cassie Tomczak and Shannon Mignone
	Football   -   Mark Colligan and Christian Dandridge
	Lacrosse   -   Brian Laudenslager
	Rugby   -   Ray McFall
    	Soccer   -   Roger McLarnon and Bob Gallagher
	Softball   -   Chris Bourquin, Gina Squilla and Johni Sawyer
	Tennis   -   Jeff Christo
    	Track and Field   -   Ronald Paglia
	Wrestling   -   Frank Albright


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

December 7, 2023 Meeting was canceled.  Kerri DiPietro moved to approve the Minutes from Agenda Items and Program Updates via email.  Brian DiLuigi seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.


REORGANIZATION OF SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD:

President – Dana Tucci
Vice-President – Jimmy Gaskin
Mike Makofka and Dan Woodington are the newest members to the Board.
All other members remain the same.

Town Council Liaison – Anthony DellaPia

Sports Board Liaisons:
Baseball – Dana Tucci
Basketball – Brian DiLuigi
Cheerleading – Jimmy Gaskin
Field Hockey – Kerri DiPietro
Football – Lisa Collins
Lacrosse – Kerri DiPietro
Rugby – Lisa Collins
Soccer – Mike Makofka
Softball – Dana Tucci
Tennis – Dan Woodington
Track & Field – Jimmy Gaskin
Wrestling – Brian DiLuigi

Lisa Collins moved to approve the Sports Board Liaisons for 2024.  Jimmy Gaskin seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

Meeting Dates:
February 21 - Reorganization
March 6
April 3
May 1
June 5
July 3
August 7
September 4
October 2
November 6
December 4

Lisa Collins moved to approve the Meeting Dates for 2024.  Kerri DiPietro seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.


REPORTS OF SPORTS BOARDS:

BASEBALL:

· Registration opened up December 15th and ends on February 29th.
· March 1st will start the $10.00 late fee.
· There are approximately 800 kids so far.
· Coaches Lists will be submitted once they are finalized.
· April 6th is Opening Day.
· Confirmation that all coaches must have their Megan’s Law Badge on them.

BASKETBALL:  

· Season is wrapping up.
· Playoffs to begin next week.
· Code on Conduct issue with a coach, there will be a Hearing on February 26th.
· Approval of Fundraiser Request – Picture Weekend with PhotoVision

Lisa Collins moved to approve Basketball’s Fundraiser Request.  Jimmy Gaskin seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

CHEERLEADING:

· Off season.
· Preparing for registration to open in April.
· Still do not have their own space.
· Last year used Hurffville, kept their cheer mats in a POD.
· Some of the schools won’t let Cheer use their mats.
· Approval of four new Board Members:
Heather Finn – Vice President
Alicia Deamer – Treasurer
Justine Martino – Assistant Equipment Coordinator
Meghan Robertson – Fundraising Chairperson

Brian DiLuigi moved to approve Cheerleading’s four new Board Members.  Kerri DiPietro seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

FIELD HOCKEY:

· Off season.
· Preparing for registration.
· Approval of new Board Member:
Laura Schneider – Co Commissioner

Kerri DiPietro moved to approve Field Hockey’s new Board Member.  Jimmy Gaskin seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

FOOTBALL:

· We are off season.
· We hosted the League Championships for the SJI the weekend after Thanksgiving.  
· Washington Township was represented at every weight class in both Varsity and JV.  The following teams won their championship games:
95lb Varsity won
95lb JV won
110lb Varsity won
125lb JV won
· Washington Township was awarded the 2024 Championships as well.  We will be requesting both the back turf and the stadium field for the entire weekend after Thanksgiving 2024.  
· Equipment returns were scheduled for early December and a date in January.
· Last April, WTYFB applied for a donated AED from the Philadelphia Eagles.  I am happy to report that we were chosen to receive the AED.  Same was delivered the week of December 4th.  It will be placed at the football complex for next season in a secure accessible location.
· Football has put a SAB Liaison on its Board.  This person will attend the 2024 monthly SAB meetings with the Commissioner’s report.  He will be considered a non-voting member of the Football Board.  
· Approval of new Board Member:
Christian Dandridge – SAB Liaison
· Approval of Fundraiser Request – Annual Football Raffle

Jimmy Gaskin moved to approve Football’s new Board Member.  Dan Woodington seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

Brian DiLuigi moved to approve Football’s Fundraiser Request.  Jimmy Gaskin seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

LACROSSE:  
 
· Season is starting.
· There are 226 kids this year.
· We have 13 teams between both boys and girls.
· Practices started last week.
· Games begin the weekend of March 16th.
· Coaches List submitted for approval – all Megan’s Law certified
· Approval of new Board Member:
Jeff DiBiaso – Boys Field Coordinator
· Bylaws Revisions – First Reading
SAB suggested correction to Section XIII – Playing Time – ABCD Levels
Need to be explained how they are broken up, which age group is which level.

Dan Woodington moved to approve Lacrosse’s Coaches List.  Kerri DiPietro seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

Kerri DiPietro moved to approve Lacrosse’s new Board Member.  Brian DiLuigi seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.
RUGBY:  

· Registration opened up earlier this year, November 1st, and ends on March 8th.
· March 11th will start the $10.00 late fee.
· There are 80 kids so far.  
· We will be able to have 4 full teams.
· We have moved into the PA league.
· Will finally have a full schedule for all teams.
· Pushing for girls to sign up.
· Coaches List submitted for approval – all Megan’s Law certified
· Bylaws Revisions – First Reading 

Kerri DiPietro moved to approve Rugby’s Coaches List.  Jimmy Gaskin seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

SOCCER:

· Travel Season starts March 2nd.
· Club Season starts March 9th.
· Easter Tournament is scheduled for March 28th through the 30th.
· We are losing the 9/10 fields at the high school because the fields are getting renovated.
· Soccer opened up a Spring Intramural League this year.
· Registration is $50.00.
· They will play Sundays after Easter at County House.

Lisa Collins moved to approve Soccer’s Intramural League for 2024.  Brian DiLuigi seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

SOFTBALL:

· There was a Sign Revealing for the Softball Barn today at the Park.  A great big Thank You to Lisa and Nick for making this run smooth.
· Opening Day is April 20th.
· Registration has closed.  We had a 56% increase in registration last year.  This year we have a 15% increase over last year’s 56%.
· 14U Teams – we have 32 girls, not enough to make 3 teams, but too many for 2 teams.  Will be asking the younger girls if they want to move down to 12.
· 16U Teams – probably no teams this year.
· Coaches Lists will be submitted once they are finalized.
· Looking into a 10U Tournament.
· Trying to pick a weekend next year to host a tournament in the park.
· Approval of two new Board Members:
John Burke – Member at Large
Chris Veneziani – Member at Large
· Approval of three Fundraiser Requests:
1. Phillies Ticket Raffle
2. Opening Day Festival
3. Developmental Clinics
· Opening Day Festivities will consist of vendors, they will use Rotary’s License to have a basket raffle and What’s the Scoop will be there.
· Developmental Clinics will include group lessons for pitching, catching, fielding and hitting.

Lisa Collins moved to approve Softball’s two new Board Members.  Brian DiLuigi seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

Lisa Collins moved to approve Softball’s Phillies Ticket Raffle.  Jimmy Gaskin seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

Jimmy Gaskin moved to approve Softball’s Opening Day Festival.  Lisa Collins seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

Lisa Collins moved to approve Softball’s Developmental Clinics.  Kerri DiPietro seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

TENNIS:  

· Registration opened up February 19th and ends on March 15th.
· March 18th will start the $10.00 late fee.
· Started an email for Tennis – wtyouthtennis@gmail.com
· There is only 1 returning coach and 1 returning board member.  Looking into getting more volunteers.
· Ages 10 and under will do drills.
· Older ages will play matches.
· The park courts and high school courts will be used.
· We will notify Lisa weekly of our schedule.

TRACK AND FIELD:

· Added a Team Administrator.
· Registration closes on March 1st.
· We are in the 250/300 range for kids.
· Practice schedule has been finalized with Kevin Murphy.
· There is a League Meeting in 2 weeks.
· Season starts March 11th.
· Approval of new Board Member:
Janika San Roman – Treasurer
· Coaches List submitted for approval – all Megan’s Law certified

· Bylaws Revisions – First Reading
SAB has requested that Board Members have to attend 75% of meetings, not 70%.

Kerri DiPietro moved to approve Track & Field’s new Board Member.  Jimmy Gaskin seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

Lisa Collins moved to approve Track & Field’s Coaches List.  Brian DiLuigi seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

WRESTLING:  

· League season just completed.
· In the last 2-3 weeks, we hosted our annual tournament and our wrestlers participated in the 3 year end league tournaments.  
· Additionally, we had 2 tournament teams compete in Wildwood Duals (1 team each in K-6 and middle school divisions).
· Moving forward, we have a limited practice schedule through the Youth State Competition, which is the 2nd week of March.
· There was a complaint from a parent that her son was the only kid that did not attend the Wildwood Tournament.
· The issue with the Wildwood Dual Team comes down to a coach’s decision.  Each tournament can have different weight classes, and while we typically use our K-6 dual team as a base for putting together a tournament team, changes sometimes are necessitated due to weight classes not matching up and issues like experience come into play.  Tougher competitions might not be in the best interests of our lesser experienced athletes.  Although a dual is 1 match per weight class, we typically will take extra wrestlers and try to get them matches where and when we are able.  We do our best, but the decisions are not all ours to make.  Coaches of other teams are involved as well.  Several extra wrestlers were taken to Wildwood and did get some matches.
· We are thankful for the service Michael Rossi gave us, but he is no longer supporting our website and we are currently in transition there.  This is a task for the offseason as it is not a simple solution.
· Coaches List submitted for approval – all Megan’s Law certified
· Bylaws Revisions – First Reading
SAB is suggesting that weight classes be clarified.  However, weight classes cannot be put in the Bylaws because they are different at every Tournament.  Each Tournament puts the weight classes on their website.

Brian DiLuigi moved to approve Wrestling’s Coaches List.  Kerri DiPietro seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.

CHALLENGER DIVISION:  No one present.


CODE OF CONDUCT COMMITTEE:  There is a Code of Conduct Hearing scheduled for February 26th involving a coach from basketball.


NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Sports need to advertise their fundraisers better.
2. Sports should consider joining the 4th of July parade.
3. Financials should be sent in 3 months before closed session.
4. Every sport needs to send Denise a Program Update by the 3rd Wednesday of each month
Because the SAB will be having Work Sessions two weeks before each meeting. 
5. Parks & Rec is holding a Rutgers’ Safety Clinic on March 26th.  Please pass this along to all your coaches.


OLD BUSINESS:  

ADJOURNMENT:
Kerri DiPietro moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 p.m.  Jimmy Gaskin seconded the motion, which was approved by the Board.


CLOSED SESSION:	   Field Hockey
			   Soccer


NEXT MEETING IS MARCH 6, 2024
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